I. Introduction: Personal Story
· Desire for a girlfriend growing up
· Frustration with God when relationships did not work out
· Decision to stop expecting God to provide a girlfriend
· Friendship with Kristy and learning to take responsibility for loving others well
II. Misunderstanding Freedom
· Christians often think they control spiritual matters
· At the same time, they act as though earthly matters are beyond their control
· This reverses the biblical teaching on free will
III. Teaching of Article XVIII
· Human will has freedom in earthly matters
· Human will cannot produce spiritual righteousness without the Holy Spirit
· Spiritual righteousness comes through the Holy Spirit working through the Word
IV. Civil Righteousness vs. Spiritual Righteousness
· Civil righteousness affects reputation before people but not standing before God
V. Scripture Teaching on Dependence on Christ
· John 15: Jesus the vine and believers the branches
· Apart from Christ we can do nothing
VI. Illustrations of God Drawing People
· Paper clip drawn to a magnet
· Seed growing toward the light
· John 6:44 — The Father draws people to Christ
· Ephesians 2:8–9 — Faith as a gift of God
VII. Freedom for Life in the World
· Salvation is God’s work
· Christians are free to live their lives honoring God
· “Now that you know that you don’t have to do anything, the question is: what will you do?”

Reflection Questions
1. Why do people often think of faith as something they decide rather than something God creates?
2. What is the difference between civil righteousness and spiritual righteousness?
3. Read John 15:4-5. Why can good actions toward others not earn salvation?
4. Have you ever expected God to solve a problem in your life that required your own responsibility?
5. Read John 6:44 and Ephesians 2:8-9. How does knowing that salvation is God’s work change the way you think about your relationship with Him?
6. What earthly decisions or responsibilities might God be calling you to take more seriously?
7. Read Philippians 2:5-11. If salvation is secure in Christ, how does that free you to love others differently?
8. In what ways can you serve the people around you this week?
9. What gifts or opportunities has God given you to bless others?

